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Mr. Chairman:  
 
Since our last meeting in this Committee, several milestones on disarmament and non-
proliferation issues have been reached, reinforcing the value of multilateralism as the principle 
under which we must build new agreements to achieve a more secure and peaceful world.  
 
The Open-ended Working Group conducted a dialogue on how to achieve and sustain a world 
free of nuclear weapons. We hope the Commission reviews the reports’ findings as input for its 
deliberations. Last September the High Level Meeting on Nuclear Disarmament showed us that 
most nations remain committed to nuclear disarmament.  During this same session, the Non-
Aligned Movement introduced a draft resolution to follow up on the High Level meeting, which 
we also expect will be discussed during the current session of the Commission. 
 
After the terrible images of suffering in Syria, the country´s accession to the Convention for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons was indeed an important step towards universalization of 
such instrument.  As a member of the Executive Council of the OPCW, Mexico supported the 
historic decision on the expeditious destruction of chemical weapons in Syria, which established 
a unique roadmap for the concentration, neutralization and elimination of chemical stockpiles 
and materials, under OPCW´s control and supervision.  The Nobel Peace Prize awarded to the 
OPCW in 2013, is a clear testament of the value of diplomacy, the international standard 
regarding the prohibition of inhumane weapons and the invaluable role of strict multilateral 
verification systems.  
 
Mexico celebrates the first anniversary of the adoption of the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty 
(ATT) and reaffirms its commitment to the early entry into force and full implementation of the 
Treaty. The international community faces now the challenge of implementing the regime 
established by the Treaty, and therefore, Mexico aspires to host the First Conference of States 
Parties to the ATT in order to set a comprehensive regime for counteracting the consequences 
of the illicit traffic of conventional weapons in our societies. 
 
Mr. Chairman  
 
The Second Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons was held in my 
country last February, with the participation of 146 Governments, 8 international organizations, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and 61 civil society organizations, which 
deepened the discussion on the effect of nuclear weapons in a format that unfortunately cannot 



take place in multilateral fora of the disarmament machinery, mainly because civil society 
cannot participate. Several facets of the devastating humanitarian consequences that might 
arise in the event of a nuclear weapon explosion, and the high probability of this happening, 
were addressed. 
 
The working sessions of the Conference showed us all with scientific data, the lethal and 
harmful effects that might impact public health, climate change, food security, development, 
economic growth and population displacement if a nuclear weapon were to be detonated, 
intentionally or accidentally. 
 
The Conference also addressed shortcomings in humanitarian-response capacity by the 
international community, should it have to face a disaster of this nature. A majority of 
participants called upon Member States to make substantive progress in nuclear disarmament, 
setting new international standards and parameters to achieve a nuclear weapons-free world. 
The final document of the Conference of Nayarit contains a detailed description of the 
discussions and a roadmap presented by the participants to turn the humanitarian impact of 
nuclear weapons into a crucial axis on disarmament efforts. We have presented the document 
for discussions of the Committee and invite you all to analyze it.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 
Four decades after the adoption of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) we are still far from 
achieving its goals. While we can see progress in the peaceful use of nuclear energy and non-
proliferation, nuclear disarmament remains a pending issue for all States Parties to the Treaty.  
 
Until that goal is met, Mexico will continue to condemn the existence, possession, manufacture, 
development and the use of, or the threat of using nuclear weapons. We have clearly and 
repeatedly stated that the only insurance against the use of nuclear weapons and against the 
damage they cause is their total elimination. 
 
In this regard, we welcome initiatives that through multilateral nuclear disarmament 
negotiations, allow for true progress towards total prohibition and elimination of nuclear 
weapons under the principles of verification, irreversibility and transparency. One of the most 
effective ways to build trust and transparency between countries relies upon, in our opinion, a 
strong cooperation with regional and international organizations by presenting them clear, timely 
and transparent information. 
 
A safe world with sustainable peace cannot be founded neither on weapons, particularly 
weapons of mass destruction, nor by the threat of use of force. The existence of at least 17,000 
nuclear weapons in the world is incompatible with the goals we have set forth in the United 
Nations, while discussing our new development goals. 
 
Mexico deeply regrets that the disarmament infrastructure of the UN is still to fulfill its mandate. 
We have argued that multilateral fora must encourage, not inhibit, deliberations and decision-
making processes. We hope that the outcome of this session unleashes the potential of our 
conclusions and recommendations, and allow us to get closer to a more peaceful and safer 
world. 
 
Thank you very much. 


