
 

 

 
Press Release  

Mexico calls on the UN to ensure global access to medicines, 
vaccines, tests and medical equipment to face COVID-19 

 
 

This morning, the 
Permanent Mission of 
Mexico to the UN 
presented for the 
consideration of the 
United Nations Member 
States the draft resolution 
on “International 
Cooperation to ensure 
global access to 
medicines, vaccines and 
medical equipment to face 
COVID-19.” 
 
NEW YORK, April 3, 
2020. 

The Mexican Delegation 
headed by Ambassador 
Juan Ramón de la Fuente, sent the draft resolution to the other 192 UN Member States 
with a concept note indicating that, at the virtual G20 meeting held last week, the 
President of Mexico, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, raised the possibility of the UN 
assuming an active role ensuring access to medicines, vaccines and medical equipment 
through an effective and solidarity-based international cooperation. In addition, the note 
indicates that the UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, has just released an 
important document on Shared Responsibility and Global Solidarity in order to face the 
pandemic.  Both approaches are not only compatible but complementary.  These are 
times to act in solidarity and to prevent foreseeable price gauging, and monopolistic or 
speculative practices that will seriously hinder the recovery of the world population. 
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The Mexican initiative, coordinated by the Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard, strengthens 
the mandate for the UN Secretary-General to coordinate all the Agencies of the UN 
System involved, in consultation with the World Health Organization (WHO), in 
accordance with the Agenda 2030 and in line with the agreements by the G20 Heads of 
State and Government. 
 
The draft resolution calls for an effective access to medicines, diagnostic tests and 
vaccines (which are already underway), as well as the medical equipment required to 
face the COVID-19 pandemic.  It states that governments and the private sector must 
work together to accelerate research and development of technologies, in order to share 
the benefits of new antiviral drugs and vaccines. The goal is to avoid the undue stockpiling 
of materials and to ensure the benefits are for everyone, under strict principles of fair 
distribution, efficacy, safety, equity, accessibility and affordability. 
 
Mexico’s proposal is a succinct, action-oriented text, the provisions of which acknowledge 
the rapidly evolving context in order to ensure that the UN System can facilitate practical 
solutions to Member States on global access to medicines, vaccines and medical 
equipment, as may be required to address COVID-19. It is focused on the looming 
challenge of access to the relevant health products. 
 
The technical and diplomatic work carried out by the team of the Mission of Mexico in 
New York has sparked interest and generated empathy.  The draft resolution is expected 
to be co-sponsored by other countries in the next few days and submitted under 
consideration of the UN General Assembly next week.  The General Assembly operates 
virtually from the beginning of the contingency, but it has not stopped adopting 
resolutions.  The same has happened with the Security Council and the Economic and 
Social Council.  The Mexican proposal recognizes that we are facing a serious global 
public health problem that requires global responses which, in turn, supports and aids 
countries in their national strategies. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


